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Why | wrote this

* “While the debate on whether feudalism can be applied to India’s
early economic history isn’t the most exciting theme, the sheer
amount of work and nit-picking that went into it will have it logged
In My memory.”

* “Having never been a huge reader in general, let alone one who
takes the time to annotate, this class has progressed me in both of
those aspects. | hope to be able to continue utilizing these habits
iInto my future so | can be the most successful self | can be.”



Outline

* My teaching goals

* The approach

* Results

* Why box out Al?
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My goals

* Understand something about the world
* New to you
* Or better than you already understood it

* Retain some of that understanding




The approach — annotation itself

* Write on the physical text

* Content — Write words pointing at what in this particular passage is worth
holding onto

* Reaction — Write words capturing your thinking
* Surprise (What was surprising?)
* Agreement (Be specific)
* Disagreement (Why?)
* Implications (Does this imply ...?7)
 Connections (Thisis like ...)
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The coals of the little cookfire glowed white-hot in the dark night, illuminating a lump
of clothing that had been left on the ground, abandoned by its previous owner. Crixus
picked it up: a red cloak, the garb of a Roman soldier who was now either dead
somewhere in the remains of this camp, or off running for his life. The woollen fabric
served nicely as a rag to clean the blood from the edge of Crixus’s curved sword.
Perhaps, he thought, some of that blood belonged to the man who had been wearing
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the cloak up until a few minutes ago.
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The approach - assessment

* Periodic small-group meetings (in lieu of class)
* Assess “density” of annotations
 Sample for quality
* Discuss the reading



The approach - writing

* A paragraph responding to some aspect of the reading
* Open-book, with their annotations
* No devices
* Write by hand, on paper
* (Originally aimed for a paragraph summarizing the reading
* Too ambitious
* Plays too much to LLMs’ strengths)



Individual projects

* Choose a scholarly paper

1. Annotations, outline, identify “side quest”

e Meetto review, discuss
* Looking for outline being grounded in annotations

2. Learn more about “side quest”

 Meet to review, discuss
* Clarify thinking

Outline essay

Draft essay; Slide outline
Revised essay; Complete slides
Present
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Results

* Epigraph (above)

* Student evaluations

* Engaged class discussions

* Presentations show real understanding of paper
* Colleagues’ observations



Student evaluations

* “Coming into the course, | was skeptical about what the focus of
the course would entail. The way that the course was structured
enabled my own critical thinking more than the average course.
The only thing | would change is making the out-of-class Book
Review and writing more frequently to help with time management
from the students’ end.”

* “For a Senior, involved in several positions and classes, it was too
much ‘homework’ outside of the classroom, but overall was a
good class and a good professor”



Why box out Al?

* Importance of on-board knowledge
* Reading (Cabell and Hwang, 2020)
* Critical thinking, problem-solving (Surma et al., 2025)

* Attention and/or repetition to put things in long-term memory (Loewenstein
and Wojtowicz, 2025)

Al interferes with that

* Field experience needed for evaluation, including of Al output (Mollick, in
Acemoglu et al., 2026a)

* Maintain human practice of strategic judgment, not farm it out (Mahroum
2026)

* Knowledge collapse (Acemoglu et al., 2026b)



Why does this work?

* Observable process
* Battle for attention
* Reading prompts as ‘teach to the text’

* Why not just take notes?

* “Memory palace” (e.g., Ondiej 2025)
* Policing function



Why does this work?

* Process, not product
* Pointis not your essay, but “production of collective knowledge in a social
environment” (Seybold 2026)

Process rules, master of product.

The product serves the master.

When | follow process, the product is certain.
Process-not-product.

Process-not-product.

The only way forward.
Wilkinson (2025)




Plans for Fall, 2026

* Teaching “Economic Development”

e Lean in to annotation
e Articles
* Maybe also class slides
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